
YEAR 8 - RECOMMENDED READING

1. The Giver (quartet) - Lowry, Lois (Dystopian Fiction) 

Twelve-year-old Jonas lives in a seemingly ideal world. Not until he is given his life 
assignment as the Receiver does he begin to understand the dark secrets behind 
this fragile community.

2. Lord of the Flies - Golding, William (Adventure)

The book is about a group of British boys stranded on an uninhabited 
island and their disastrous attempt to govern themselves. Themes 
include the tension between groupthink and individuality, between 
rational and emotional reactions, and between morality and immorality.

3. Animal Farm - Orwell, George (Animals/Politics)

The book tells the story of a group of farm animals who rebel against their human 
farmer, hoping to create a society where the animals can be equal, free, and happy.

4. Bog Child - Dowd, Siobhan (Prize Winners)

Bog Child is an astonishing novel exploring the sacrifices made in the 
name of peace, and the unflinching strength of the human spirit.

5. Girl, Missing - McKenzie, Sophie (Adventure)

Lauren has always known she was adopted but when a little research turns up the 
possibility that she was snatched from an American family as a baby, suddenly 
Lauren's life seems like a sham. How can she find her biological parents? And are 
her adoptive parents really responsible for kidnapping her?

8.The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time - Haddon, Mark 
(Real Life) 

Christopher is 15 and has AS. He knows lots about maths and very little 
about humans. He loves lists, patterns and the truth. He has never gone 
further than the end of the road on his own, but when he finds a dog 
murdered he sets out on a terrifying journey which will turn his whole 
world upside down.

7. Salt to the Sea - Sepetys, Ruta (Historical Fiction/Prize Winners)

The book tells the story of four individuals in World War II who make their way to  
the ill-fated MV Wilhelm Gustloff. The story also touches on the disappearance of 
the Amber Room, a world-famous, ornately decorated chamber stolen by the Nazis.

6. Young Bond Series - Higson, Charlie (Adventure)

Young Bond is a series of young adult spy novels featuring Ian 
Fleming's secret agent James Bond as a young teenage boy attending 
school at Eton College in the 1930s.



9. Finding Audrey - Kinsella, Sophie (Mental Health) 

Audrey can’t leave the house or take off her dark glasses in the house. Then Linus 
comes into her life and slowly entices her out of the house.

10. The Fault In Our Stars - Green, John (Real Life) 

Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few 
years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter 
inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named 
Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, 
Hazel's story is about to be completely rewritten.

11. Treasure Island - Stevenson, Robert Louis (Classics/Adventure)

By accident a young boy named Jim Hawkins got his hands on a map showing the 
location of buried pirate treasure.  A group of adventurers are ready to go on a 
treasure hunt, but their plans are about to be destroyed by pirates who also want to 
get the treasure.

12. What Not to Do if You Turn Invisible - Welford, Ross (Humour)

Thirteen-year-old Ethel Leatherhead absolutely hates having acne, and 
will go to some pretty drastic measures to cure it. Ethel has given 
herself the ability to turn herself invisible at will. Despite being fun at 
first, one day Ethel's new power fails to wear off. Will she be stuck as 
invisible forever? 

13. Unstoppable - Freedman, Dan (Sport/Real Life) 

Kaine and Roxy are twins who have grown up on a tough London estate. Roxy is an 
excellent tennis player and Kaine has hopes of making his fortune as a Premier 
League footballer. But the twins are both hiding dangerous secrets that could 
destroy everything they are working so hard towards.

14. The Savages - Whyman, Matt (Humour)

Sasha Savage is in love with Jack - a handsome, charming ... 
vegetarian. Which wouldn't be a problem if it weren't for the fact that 
Sasha's family are very much 'carnivorous'.

15. Hope in a Ballet Shoe - DePrince, Michaela (Biography)

The emotively uplifting, coming of age autobiography of ballerina Michaela 
DePrince, who was born in Sierra Leone. She became orphaned due to the war and 
then was adopted by an American couple. 

None of these float your boat? Then check out these great online resources, 

where you can find thousands of ebooks you can read! 

https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html

https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/readingborough/Featured

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/23017.FREE_Ebooks_For_Teens
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